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Operated by |ZAWA Corporation

IZAWA Corporation was founded in this region in 1900 as a
trading company specializing in tableware. Based in Gifu and
Tokyo, we are developing a variety of businesses centered on
“informing (conveying and delivering products along with the

stories of the production area that is Mino)," "planning," and

"management.”
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MINO DONBURI

For more than 1,300 years, making ceramics knowledge and
techniques have been handed down in Mino. Mino ware is
made from clay that has changed over the years as the bottom
of Lake TOKAI, which once existed, has risen. We, as the
herald of Mino ware, understand the history and culture of
Mino ware through DONBURI originate from Japanese food
culture, and deliver MINO DONBURI suited to modern life with

the craftmans’ thoughts and feelings.
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Mino is where the wisdom and techniques of ceramics have
been passed down for 1,300 years. Mino ware uses clay that
has changed over many years as the bed of what used to be
TOKAI Lake rose up as its pigment. Mino ware is made by
making the most of the blessings of the natural resource mine
which is clay. The greatest feature of Mino ware, which cannot
be found in other production areas, is the mixing and design
of the clay, which allows for various clay to be changed in
various ways, and through chemical changes between the
minerals in the clay and the flames, beautiful scenery is
created on the ceramics. Although the main raw materials of

ceramics and porcelain are almost the same, their appearance
and functionality differ due to differences in the blending
ratio, water absorption, firing temperature, and
manufacturing method. The Mino area is one of the world's
most prominent ceramics and pottery-producing regions, with
a wide variety of clays, and the technigues cultivated here go
beyond the boundaries of tools and continue to sublimate
even today.
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Mino ware, which accounts for 60% of the domestic market
share in Japan, is pottery produced in the region known as
Mino, which covers the towns of Mizunami, Toki, Kani and
Tajimiin Gifu Prefecture. The region is dotted with up to 900
kilns of various sizes andimore than 100 wholesalers.
Japanese pottery, nurtured by history and culture, has

become part of people's lives as an everyday art form.

The area produces everything from works of art to everyday
plates, from living national treasures, potters, craft kilns and
mass production, and has the advantages of both handmade

and machine-made production.
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Founded in 1933 in Dachi, Toki City.
SHINZAN continues to focus on lidded
rice bowls, the largest rice bowl
producer in Japan. The traditional
"NISHIKI" pattern, with its vibrant red,
blue, green, gold and other colours, is
beautiful and auspicious, and is well
known in restaurants in Japan. While
preserving tradition, SHUNZAN is also
exploring the creation of covered rice
bowls to suit modern lifestyles.
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Founded in 1951, our kiln has
embraced the philosophy of creating
distinctive tableware. Characterized
by bold, hand-painted designs on
warm clay bodies, each piece reflects
the individuality of the craftsman. We
continue to produce vessels that
convey the sincerity and warmth of
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Established in 1945 in Dachi, Toki City.
The white dragons and KINTOUN on
the outside of the ramen bowls are the
result of techniques that only Sanyu
kiln can produce, and we are proud to
distinguish ourselves from others. All
designs are underglaze painted, so
the patterns do not fade and can be
used in dishwashers safely. Sanyu kiln
has been trusted both in the ramen
industry and in the production area to
produce original products for famous
ramen restaurants and to produce
bowls for international ramen
exhibitions, and is now known as
“Sanyu kiln” when it comes to ramen

bowls.
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Founded in the mid-Taisho period.
This long-established kiln is
descended from the Kato family,
potters who moved from Seto to
Dachi. The name “Tengu Kiln" comes
from the legend that a long time ago, a
tengu lived on the mountain where the
kiln is located. Combining the
techniques of rokuro (potter's wheel),
cast molding, and hand-painting, the
kiln continues to produce new and

tasteful pottery.



